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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Jennifer Jansen, Cornel Munteanu, Jay McFadden, 

Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.  Lori Jones was excused. 

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Nick Vitalone, Finance 

Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, and Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief.  

Audience: 2.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Council Work Session of November 2, 2020; 

Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of November 10, 

2020; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated that he would like to wish everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving this 

Thursday.  He would like to thank Don Sheehy, Mr. Borczuch and all the workers in the Phase V 

Project area.  All the roads have been paved and they did a great job.  We have received a lot of 

compliments from residents regarding the roads.  

 

He stated that legislation in Ohio was passed permitting the city to continue holding virtual meetings 

through July of 2021.  

 

He stated that as Fire Chief Sheehan stated last week on the City Facebook page, our fire department 

has experienced an increase in the number of COVID 19 cases that we respond to.  According to the 

Cleveland Clinic last week “the number of hospitalized patients with COVID 19 has increased 

dramatically in the State of Ohio with the majority in Zone 1 hospitals where Cleveland Clinic 

hospitals practice.” In Olmsted Falls we understand that this is a very challenging time for our 

residents, our workers and everyone.  He would like to assure everyone that City officials are 

continuing to monitor the COVID 19 facts so that you can make smart decisions so you and your 

family can stay safe.  The record cases of COVID 19 are continuing to rise which is why he closed 

City Hall to the public last week as well as the senior center for the rest of the year.  We will re-

evaluate on January 1st.   We are working with public health officials in Cuyahoga County, our state 

and federal government for best practices for protection against potential exposure.  We do appreciate 

all of our resident’s cooperation as we all work together to keep our community safe.  Our citizens 

have been doing a good job and we want to keep our community safe by doing our part to prevent the 
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spread of COVID 19, he would ask that everyone continue to follow the COVID 19 precautions.  With 

the COVID 19 pandemic we also have a financial crisis and an unemployment problem.  In 

yesterday’s news out of Columbus Ohio jobless claims were up 3% since last week.  Initial claims for 

unemployment compensation continue to rise along with the state’s number of Coronavirus cases. The 

state reported for the week ending November 7th 21,868 Ohioans filed claims for unemployment 

which is a 3% increase from the week before when 21,263 Ohioans filed claims, this is nearly 20% 

higher than our October figures.  The state also said that Ohioans filed 260,000 continuing 

unemployment claims last week.  We all need to watch these unemployment numbers carefully going 

into next year because obviously when people are unemployment in 2020 the income tax revenue will 

be down next year.  We will continue to be vigilant and keep a close eye on that.  

 

He stated that a new round of grant eligibility from the county.  Cuyahoga County yesterday released 

the following statement “the County is excited to announce a final round of small business grants. 

Small businesses in your municipality can apply for a final round of small business grants up to 

$10,000 from Cuyahoga County.  The online application will be open from 10AM Monday the 23rd 

through 5PM Thursday, December 3rd.”  You can go to the County website and all this information is 

on our city website and Facebook.  Any business owners can call 216-452-9714 for more information. 

 

Communications from Residents - None 

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2020-17; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch indicated that he has two requisitions for Council approval.  The leaf vac shaft has 

broken and needs repair.  We need to get this unit repaired as we are using the 2001 unit currently to 

pick up leaves.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Judco, Inc. for repairs to the Leaf Vac in an amount 

not to exceed $3,270.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch indicated that he spoke to Council during his budget meeting regarding the compressor 

and by purchasing the unit now the city would save a couple thousand dollars.  This unit would 

replace a 1996 unit that will be placed on govdeals once the new unit comes in.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to approve a requisition to APO Pumps and Compressors for the purchase of a 

utility mount compressor in an amount not to exceed $21,230.00; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that contrary to phone calls Council may be receiving, they are completing their 

fourth trip through town, finishing up Raintree area and moving to Plum Creek tomorrow.  The fifth 

and final pickup will begin after November 30th.   
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He stated that Phase V is slowly coming to an end and the pump station on River Road is now 

operational.  He knows there are a few residents in this area that need to tie in and will be allowed to 

tie in.  Fabrizi will be completing the last portion of the tie in from the Main Street package plant to 

the pump station within the next few weeks.  He stated that he believes everything has come out good 

considering what it started with and what it looked like.  The city still needs to complete the ditching 

and the trees that may have been nicked or damaged will be repaired throughout the winter.  Mr. 

Stibich indicated that the weather cooperated during the asphalt stage.  Mr. Borczuch replied yes.  

Mr. Stibich asked if the next process would be for residents to start tying in.  Mr. Borczuch replied 

that it shouldn’t be much longer.  If there are residents with emergencies or they obtain permission 

from the City Engineer we will permit them to tie in.  We are not notifying all the residents that they 

can tie in because once that happens the clock starts with the County Board of Health and we are 

trying not to put the pressure on the residents at this moment.   

 

Mr. Borczuch wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.   

 

Ms. Jansen asked if he heard back from Columbia Gas.  Mr. Borczuch replied no.  Ms. Jansen stated 

that she knows they would not give him a timeline of when they would come out to make repairs and 

asked if the city were to get Patton or Dolan to assist repairs would go faster.  She is concerned with 

the exposed gas lines and the winter months.  Mr. Borczuch replied that he does not believe that will 

help.  Columbia Gas is aware that repairs are needed and know that the lines are exposed and it is 

their liability.  Ms. Jansen stated that she understands it is their liability but she does not want to see 

anyone get hurt.  Mr. Borczuch replied that he understands but does not believe it will help as 

Columbia Gas runs at their own pace and schedule.  It is a matter of them scheduling the repairs.  Ms. 

Jansen asked if there was something the city could do in the meantime and asked if there were just 

two lines exposed.  Mr. Borczuch replied that there are two service lines that are exposed and also 

part of the main line.  Ms. Jansen asked if there was some sort of barricade that the city could put up 

so we do not worry about a vehicle going off the road and striking those pipes.  Mr. Munteanu asked 

if the city had a road plate that could cover the area.  Mr. Borczuch replied that he only has one plate.  

If we create a blocked area he believes that another liability would be created because of the block.  

This is not the first time he has seen this in ditches and Columbia Gas does get to the repairs in their 

timeline and budget.  It may not be as fast as Ms. Jansen would like but unfortunately it is how the 

system works with the gas company.   

 

Ms. Jansen asked what the scenario would be if a vehicle does strike the pipe.  Chief Sheehan stated 

that once a call came into the dispatch center, they would immediately call the gas company for a 

response.  If that did happen it would be an emergency situation and would warrant a quicker 

response.  He stated that there are multiple areas throughout the city where there are underground gas 

leaks.  He stated that Mr. Chitester can attest to the incident on Tyndall Falls with one of his residents 

and it took several months for the gas company to come out and make repairs.  When he spoke with 

the supervisors they had mentioned, and it may have changed, but with COVID they are working 

with skeleton crews as well.   

 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief  

Chief Rogers stated that he would like to update everyone regarding the IT services that he has been 

working on.  As everyone is aware, he spoke and met with four companies and received three 

proposals, two of which met with Council, both of these companies did a good job and were 

impressive.  He believes that Council and everyone understands the need to get a new support 

services provider and get some work done.  He discussed this issue with the Mayor and the Mayor 
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discussed it with Council President Stibich and at this time the recommendation is going to be made 

for Blue Technologies to be our support services vendor.  This will be presented to Council on 

December 8th.   Mr. Stibich stated that the Chief and the administration recommendation is Blue 

Technologies.  Chief Rogers replied yes.  Mr. Stibich stated that the Chief also mentioned to him that 

he consulted with the Strongsville IT Director and he knew all three of the providers that submitted a 

quote and he had no preference for one or the other.  Chief Rogers replied that the Director knew two 

of the companies and indicated that both would provide good services to the city.  He stated that the 

IT Director also gave him both strengths and weaknesses of having a larger company versus a smaller 

company.  He stated we are trying to accomplish support services, not necessarily some of the 

projects that we may do down the road, but there are a few items that need to be done in January. The 

projects down the road, for example cameras and MTD’s will be addressed down the road at which 

time we will again look at what company suites us best and at what price and of course any of this has 

to go in front of Council for approval.  

 

Ms. Jansen asked if the recommendation made to Council would be for a one-year contract.  Chief 

Rogers replied that he has not reviewed the contract as of yet but does believe it is a one-year contract 

and certainly negotiable.  This will go to Council prior to December 8th.  Mr. Stibich stated that he 

remembers Blue Technologies indicating that they did not put a date in the contract or a specific 

period of time so that has been left open.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that she saw on the pay ordinance that we the headshots have been completed for 

the police department which she thinks is fantastic.  Chief Rogers stated that he should receive them 

on December 5th and is very excited because this is something we have never had in the department.  

He stated that hopefully he never needs these for anything negative, but certainly every police 

department should have professional photos of each of their officers for various things and for the 

officer and their families.   

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that the firemen would like to express thanks to Councilwoman Lori Jones for 

the face masks that she had custom made and dropped off at the fire department yesterday, they will 

be put to good use.  

 

He stated that at the last Council meeting he indicated that the department transported four COVID 

positive patients and since then it has more than doubled in a two-week period.  We have had 

situations at the station with three firefighters testing positive.  The fire station is sanitized every day. 

Working with the finance department and utilizing COVID money we now have aerosolizers that we 

use at the station, city hall, police headquarters, and service garage.  We received delivery of two 

additional aerosolizers and one will be given to police and one to service so they can keep up with the 

sterilization of our buildings that we need to do.  

 

Chief Sheehan stated that he had copies of requisitions in Council’s packets.  It was brought to his 

attention today by Ms. Veloski that the requisition for the repairs to Ladder 1, Tower 1 that he had a 

previous purchase order for repairs that was approved by Council in April in an amount not to exceed 

$15,000.  He has an unencumbered balance on that purchase order of $9,309.00 so he will be utilizing 

that balance for these new repairs.  Mr. Stibich stated that the requisition is not needed since a 

previous one was approved by Council.  Chief Sheehan stated that the tower was returned today and 

is back in service.  
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Chief Sheehan stated that he would need approval for a requisition to Cleveland Garage Door.  He 

has to thank Chief Rogers for his work with NOPEC and submitting a grant.  This is a reimbursement 

grant and would replace the last rear bay garage door at the fire station.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Cleveland Garage Door for the replacement of a 

rear bay garage door at the fire station in an amount not to exceed $11,050.00; Mr. Chitester 

seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  
Ms. Buchholz wished Mayor Graven a Happy Birthday.  

 

Ms. Buchholz stated that recently in her area there have been auto break in’s and thefts.  She reached 

out to the Westview Homeowners Association Facebook page and asked the resident’s not to leave 

any valuables in their vehicles and to make sure the vehicles are locked.  The response was 

wonderful, people reached out to one another and made other suggestions to keep each other safe, for 

example, turning on outside lights.  

 

She stated that the Christmas Tree Lighting is underway.  Ms. Lukes is producing a video that will be 

viewed on U-Tube and the city’s website on December 7th, details are still being worked out.  

 

She will be out of town for the next Council meeting on December 8th, but will attend virtually.  She 

would like to wish everyone Happy Thanksgiving and to stay safe.  

 

Nick Vitalone, Finance Director  

Mr. Vitalone stated that Ordinance 52-2020 is on Council’s agenda this evening regarding the James 

Zupka contract.  He stated that Zupka has completed the city’s audit’s and performed the GAAP 

services for the many years and he would like to renew another four (4) year contract with them.  He 

did obtain a quote from the State Auditor’s LGS division and they would only offer a one-year 

contract; he also received a quote from Ray & Associates.  He would recommend Zupka based on 

their costs and their history with the city.   

 

He stated that all the budget hearings have been completed for the 2021 budget.  He will get the 

complete budget together and forward to Council for review.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I  
Mr. McFadden would like to ask Chief Rogers to obtain a one-year proposal and then a two-year 

proposal for IT services to see if the city can obtain any savings with a longer contract.  He stated that 

their presentation was impressive.   

 

He stated that he does not know what company completed the Phase V paving project, but they did an 

awesome job.  He drives throughout the county every day and whoever completed the Bagley Road 

paving a few years ago did not do a good job with the manhole covers and the paving completed for 

Phase V is perfect.  They did a beautiful job and he believes that this will be advantageous for the 

plows as well.  His compliments to whomever completed this job.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV – No Report 
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Council-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen 

Ms. Jansen stated that Pinots Palette has announced that they will be closing and their last day will be 

November 30th.  If anyone is able to stop by please let the owner know how much you appreciated 

her, it is very hard on them to be closing their doors.  She stated that Pinots has been very involved in 

our community beyond the business; she spoke at the Memorial Day Ceremony; Veteran’s Day 

Ceremony; and our Christmas Lighting. 

 

Ms. Jansen indicated that when Mr. McFadden brought up the manhole covers it reminded her that a 

citizen talked to her about the ones on Bagley Road and asked if these were repaired.  Mr. McFadden 

indicated that these were the ones he was referring too when the road was repaved a few years ago.   

 

Ms. Jansen wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report 

 

Council President Paul Stibich  
Mr. Stibich stated that Council receives a copy of the Olmsted 200 newsletters which always contains 

interesting information.  The newsletter is very informative about the city’s history and is fascinating 

to read each month.  Amazing that he puts this amount of research and effort into each monthly 

newsletter.  There was a small piece at the end of the November issue regarding the 2000 Olmsted 

Falls Football team, it was 20 years ago December 1st when they won the championship, time flies 

by.  He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director  
Mr. Bemer stated that he believes all of Council is aware that all of our collective bargaining 

agreements will expire at the end of the year.  We have commenced preliminary negotiations with our 

various unions.  As we move forward hopefully, we will have something a little more substantial to 

discuss and have an executive session after the next Council meeting.  He wished everyone a healthy 

and safe Thanksgiving weekend.  

 

Old Business  

 

Ordinance 48-2020 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING MONIES RECEIVED FROM THE CARES ACT 

FUND TO COVER EXPENSES CONSISTENT WITH THE CORONAVIRUS AID, 

RELIEF AND ECONOMIC SECURITY ACT ENDING DECEMBER 30, 2020, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  Second Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to withdraw; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Ms. Jansen indicated that she does 

understand the withdraw as we are passed the deadline date set by the state.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.   

 

New Business  

 

Resolution 51-2020 

AN RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM 

OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE NORTHEAST OHIO REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT 
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AND THE CUYAHOGA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOR THE 

2021 YEAR IMPLEMENTATION OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PUBLIC 

EDUCATION (PIPE) PROGRAM UNDER OHIO EPA MS4 PERMIT AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 52-2020 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 

WITH JAMES G. ZUPKA, CPA, INC. FOR GAAP SERVICES FOR THE CITY AUDITS 

FOR THE YEARS ENDING 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to adjourn; Ms. Buchholz seconded. Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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